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The NFU? 
• Represents 55,000 members across 

England and Wales.

• All sectors and farm types.

• Organic & Environment Forums. 

• Run by farmers.

• Founded in 1908.

• 12 offices including Westminster and 
Brussels.

• Advice guidance and support for 
members.  



What do we mean by local?
• British? Regional? Local?

• Carbon footprint of UK food vs imports? 

• Average carbon footprint of UK beef is c.50% of the global average, dairy is c.40%

• One of just six countries given the highest grade in World Animal Protection Index 



Local sourcing - benefits
• Transport emissions? 

• More equitable, transparent supply chains 

• Opting out of volatile markets 

• Greater engagement with food and farming

• Consumers can directly incentivise and support farmers 

• Easier to measure and manage 

• Shifts balance of power towards producers 

• More flexible and responsive – food waste? 

• Resilience 

• Selling point for businesses 



Local sourcing - challenges

• Market demand & saturation 

• Processing facilities

• Distribution 

• Administrative burden & size of orders 

• False provenance 

• How to scale up 



Solutions

• Procurement policies 

• Work with farmers 

• Food Hub 

• Big Barn CIC

• Investment in local processing 

Ownership, transparency, accountability 


